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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1.1 Location
	Nearest town, village or feature
	Selsdon/Addington

	Grid reference 
	TQ 352629

	Total area (ha)
	25.3


1.2 Description of the woodland(s) in the landscape 

	The Woods lie in Green Belt, covering an area of 25.3 hectares, on hills on the dip slope of the North Downs south-east of Croydon rising from 125m above sea level at their lowest point at the northern side of Fallen Oak Field to Gee Wood in the south on a hill rising to 161m above sea level. To the west of Fallen Oak Field lies Littleheath Wood on a hill rising to 150m at the gravel pit. Foxearth Wood, to the south of Fallen Oak Field is on a hill 154m above sea level. 

The woodlands are surrounded on three sides by suburban housing and on the fourth side by mixed local authority housing and owner occupiers and are a prominent local feature.

See Map 4 – Context

See Map 3 – Compartments

Google Earth Ref: http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?ll=51.349344,-0.061581289&z=15&t=h&hl=en-GB
Co-ordinates:  51°20'57.64"N       0° 3'41.69"W


1.3 History of Management

	History 

Littleheath Woods comprise several woods & fields now considered as one management unit. The first documentary evidence of the woods and fields which make up the present Littleheath Woods dates back to 1493. The present names are shown on an 1803 map of Croydon. 

It is likely that previous management of the wood was largely coppice and coppice with standards as evidenced for example by areas of overstood sweet chestnut coppice.  However, as demand for local wood products declined the woods ceased to be actively managed resulting in canopy closure and the increased dominance of non native species such as sycamore.  The Friends of Littleheath Woods (FOLW) and Croydon Council have re-instated management which has consisted of:

· Control of non native species – much of the wood has been cleared of sycamore and rhododendron and laurel have been removed

· Continuous Cover Forestry opening up small areas of canopy to encourage natural regeneration supplemented by planting

· Coppicing Gruttendens to give successional coups

· Clearing and managing ponds

· Enhancing surface of rides

· Creating new seats

· Health & Safety works removing potential risks and hazards to woodland users

Much of the work has been carried out by the FOLW during their weekly work parties which have transformed areas of the wood especially as regards invasive non native species.


2. WOODLAND INFORMATION 

2.1 Areas and features

	2.1.1 Designated Areas
	In Woodland
	Adjacent to Woodland
	Map

	Special Areas for Conservation (SACs)
	
	
	

	Special Protection Areas (SPAs)
	
	
	

	Ramsar Sites (see note on Guidance)
	
	
	

	National Nature Reserves (NNRs)
	
	
	

	Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
	
	
	

	Other designations eg: National Parks (NPs), Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)
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	Map 1

	Details

ASNW, Green Belt, Area of Special Character, Grade 1 Site of Borough Interest



	2.1.2 Rare and important species
	In Woodland
	Adjacent to Woodland
	Map

	Red Data Book or BAP species
	
	
	

	Rare or threatened species
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	Map 5

	Details

Badgers

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker

Bats forage on site and are likely to be resident



	2.1.3 Habitats
	In Woodland
	Adjacent to Woodland
	Map

	Ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW)
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	Map 1

	Other semi-natural woodland
	[image: image5.png]



	
	Map 1

	Plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS)
	
	
	

	Semi-natural features in PAWS
	
	
	

	Woodland margins and hedges
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	Map 3

	Veteran and other notable trees
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	Map 6

	Breeding sites
	
	
	

	Habitats of notable species
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	Map 5

	Unimproved grassland
	
	
	

	Rides and open ground
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	Map 3

	Valuable wildlife communities
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	Feeding areas
	
	
	

	Lowland heath
	
	
	

	Peatlands
	
	
	

	Others
	
	
	

	Details:  Two grassland areas:  Fallen Oak Field and Clears Croft contain both neutral and acid grassland.




	2.1.4 Water
	In  Woodland
	Adjacent to Woodland
	Map

	Watercourses
	
	
	

	Lakes
	
	
	

	Ponds 
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	Map 3

	Wetland habitats
	
	
	Map 3

	Details:  Two ponds and one pond site which has been excavated but holds little water  Gruttendens has a very wet area below the excavated pond.

	2.1.5 Landscape
	In  Woodland
	Adjacent to Woodland
	Map

	Landscape designated areas
	
	
	

	Landscape features
	
	
	

	Rock exposures
	
	
	

	Historic landscapes
	
	
	

	Areas of the woodland prominent from roads
	
	
	

	Areas of the woodland prominent from settlements
	
	
	

	Details:  The wood is prominent from local homes and in parts, the wider surrounding area.



	2.1.6 Cultural Features
	In  Woodland
	Adjacent to Woodland
	Map

	Public rights of way
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	Map 2

	Prominent viewing points
	
	
	

	Permissive footpaths
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	Map 2

	Areas managed with traditional management systems
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	Map 3

	Details:  Coppice with Standards in Gruttendens

In addition to many permissive paths, the Vanguard Way is a Bridlepath (and is connected to a permissive bridlepath) and the London Loop is a public footpath.

	2.1.7 Archaeological Features
	In  Woodland
	Adjacent to Woodland
	Map

	Scheduled monument
	
	
	

	Historical features
	
	
	

	Details




2.2 Woodland resource characteristics

	Amenity:  this wood is an important amenity resource for local people. The woodland is used for recreation – walking, dog walking, jogging, children’s play, bird watching etc. It is available for schools and youth groups (a Nature Trail is planned) for educational purposes. The FOLW lead walks to introduce people to the wildlife and natural aspects of the site.

Biodiversity: Littleheath Woods are an important natural resource in this largely urban area containing improved grassland, acid grassland, ancient semi-natural woodland and secondary woodland and ponds.

Forest Products: The wood is not being managed for timber or timber products although, when  coppicing, hazel products may be harvested and used for such things as pea sticks and bean poles for local consumption.  Where wood has been cut, for example for coppice restoration, it has been extracted and sold to defray costs.  Croydon Council support the production of local products for local needs as the structure of much of the woodland and some of the associated biodiversity is linked to such management.




2.3 Site description

	The numbers in brackets refer to compartments indicated on Map 3.

Littleheath Woods cover some 25ha on the dip slope of the North Downs. It is located south east of Croydon and bordered on every side by houses.  The site consists of 4 areas of individually named ASNWs, originally linked by farmland, now by semi-natural woodland and two areas of improved grassland.  See Map 1.  The site varies in terms of topography and geology.

Gee Wood (1-8) is the highest (161m) with a clay summit and historically had 3 rain fed ponds.  One shallow one remains, another infilled with incinerated household waste in 1949 has been partially excavated but still does not hold water throughout the year.  The central area (3) is designated as a minimum intervention area.  It has oak and ash with field maple, hazel and hawthorn over low bramble where bluebells survive, there is also cow parsley and goldilocks buttercup.  Sycamore has been removed from the borders with the houses and also from the rest of Gee sloping down to the west (4 & 5).  There is a stand of old sweet chestnut, bare ground beneath (7) and also self seeded ones amongst oak with rowan and much holly on the SW edge (5) which suffers much windblow (8).  Also has some beech over bluebell.

Gruttendens (31-38) slopes down from 161m to almost the lowest point of the site at 125m.  The area was field going to scrub 100 years ago and has mostly sandy soil.  It also had a central stand of mature beech of which 20 remain.  The area (particularly 36 & 35c) suffered much storm damage in 1987 - mostly sweet chestnut and ash were brought down allowing sycamore to increase dramatically.  Nearly 40 seeding sycamores were felled in 1996 and 1998 (35d & 33b,c) and FOLW have now largely removed all the smaller ones leaving a mix of mature ash, oak, chestnut, cherry and hazel with now mostly dead birch which is left standing for insects and birds.  

One very open area (36a) has been left for natural regeneration which has produced a good mix of young cherry, birch, ash, field maple, hawthorn and elderberry.  Hazel (from layering) has also been planted.  The FOLW have weeded out bramble every year since 2004.  Yew and holly have been thinned to leave a wide band along Gruttendens Path (east edge 35 & 36).

Since 2002 the highest area of Gruttendens (31a, 32 & 33a) has been managed as hazel coppice with standards, mostly ash, although the very wet area (33a & b) does not favour hazel so some alder have been planted there.  A number of wild service trees have been planted on the higher ground closer to the path (33c) to introduce variety. The lower area (35c) was planted with hazel in 2005 under a sparse mix of chestnut, oak and cherry.  (35b) had mixed planting in 2008 after felling of some poor quality canopy trees.

Areas (37 & 38) are going to high forest as the old hawthorn fall, leaving just holly, yew and bramble under ivy covered ash, oak, cherry and chestnut.  There is some beech to the east of (38).  In (34) and both sides of Fields Path the old hazel is being encouraged under oak, ash and chestnut as more light enters following sycamore removal and falling birch and rowan.  Anemone, bluebell and yellow archangel thrive (helped by bramble control).  This path is the best in all of the woods for spring flowers.

Littleheath Wood (10–15).  The central hill (150m) has stunted oak on Blackheath pebble with an old gravel pit.  The soil on the slopes down to the west and north becomes sand and supports oak, much chestnut, cherry, old birch and rowan with whitebeam on the west side.  The lower slopes have large hazel and some holly.  Much laurel has been removed and is continuously monitored.  Two small open areas (11d & 11e) were enlarged by felling in 2007.  Bramble was cleared and the areas planted with a mix of mostly cherry, oak and hazel.  FOLW are keeping it weeded twice a year.  Area (10) sloping to the SE is designated a minimal intervention area but is monitored for sycamore and laurel.  The higher ground is a natural oak woodland (several standing dead and fallen dead).  The lower slopes have oak, cherry, birch and rowan with hazel and beech which is stunted due to squirrel damage.  There is some holly but almost no chestnut.  Area (14) on the north edge is mostly old chestnut coppice with many upturned stumps remaining from clearance after the 1987 storm.  This adjoins the wayleave (pylon & cables) which was severely cut and stumps ground in Aug 2007.  Bracken, bramble and foxglove have appeared.

Foxearth Wood & Queenhill Shaw (40-46 & 16-21).  The soil is Blackheath pebble at the summit (154m) with sand on the lower slopes.  The area hosts a water tower (Thames Water) with 2 aerials, a bridleway, 2 long distance walks (Vanguard Way & London Loop) and a much used footpath between the housing estate and the Selsdon shops.  An old rain fed pond dug into the hillside on the north side survives.  The summit has mature oak (sessile) and old sweet chestnut over bare ground and a controlled circle of Rhododendron ponticum which is much liked as a play area.

Queenhill Shaw to the SE has a good mixed understorey including crab apple, extensive holly and yew under the chestnut, oak, cherry and rowan.  Compartment (18) south of the water tower is mainly natural regrowth after the 1987 storm damaged chestnuts were removed.  Sadly, squirrels have badly damaged the growing tops but there is now just adequate cover over dense bramble. (19 & 20).  Some sycamore remain amongst the oak and hawthorn (with bluebell and cow parsley under) to screen the water tower from the houses in Edgecombe.

The eastern tapering end of the woods (16 & 17) separates 2 areas of housing.  There is wild cherry throughout with oak and hazel on the higher ground giving way to wych elm, ash, maple and hawthorn lower down – much is ivy covered.  The wayleave (pylon & cables) at the bottom was felled and stumps ground in Aug 2007.  Elderberry and some hazel are coming through the mass of cow parsley and cleavers which is followed by bramble, hop and bindweed.  The soil is chalky with some old-man’s-beard on remaining trees.  North of the water tower (20) has a very deep valley parallel with the road where there is sycamore over bluebell.  Unfortunately much rubbish tends to be dumped there. Area (21) is secondary woodland grown since the estate was built in the 1950s and is on high ground containing oak (sessile, robur & Turkey) cherry, ash hawthorn and elderberry.  Children use this area.

The two fields “Fallen Oak” (3.5 ha) in the north and Clears Croft (0.8 ha) in the west of the site both have acidic and neutral grassland which at present is mown twice a year (spring and September).  They also both have blackthorn encroaching into the open space which requires regular monitoring and action to control.   Fallen Oak Field has a picturesque group of birch and gorse on the high ground and on the lower north boundary, a group of 2 massive turkey oaks, lime and birch remain from a parkland era.  Both fields have numerous molehills and various seats.  In Clears Croft there are junipers (planted by FOLW), gorse and broom and from the top of this field there is a view for many miles westward.

The two ponds on site are fed by rainwater drainage. One Pond dries out every summer. See Map 2

The site is accessed by 9 pedestrian and 5 (locked) vehicle access points plus gates from adjoining residents’ gardens. See Map 2




2.4 Significant hazards, constraints and threats

	Hazards:  Dry gravel pit; Electricity pylons & power cables; steep slopes.  Due to the over-mature nature of much of the tree stock, there is potential danger from falling branches and trees, especially to surrounding properties.

Constraints:  3 large and 4 smaller badger sets (work above and close by therefore restricted). Narrow and steep paths which restrict ability to move or remove heavy and/or awkward equipment, timber and dumped items.  Concerns from some residents regarding management of the site.  Full public access.

Threats:  bark stripping by squirrels to significant proportion of younger trees; badger setts undermining paths; arson & malicious damage by vandals; dumping of garden and other rubbish; hybridisation of turkey oak with native English oak.

There is no evidence of rabbits or deer in the woods.



3. LONG TERM VISION, MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY

3.1 Long term vision

	A semi-natural woodland with diversity of native structure ranging from areas of varied age high forest to in-rotation coppice including features such as ponds and grassland.  The wood should also provide safe amenity and interest for local people. 




3.2 Management Objectives

	No
	Objective

	
	Maintain & encourage the diversity of :

	1
	the ancient & semi-natural woodland

	2
	the flora and fauna

	3
	the grasslands

	4
	the wetlands

	5
	the rides and glades

	6
	the understorey

	
	Maintain and improve the amenity by:

	7
	ensuring the accessibility and usability of the existing network of pathways

	8
	construction & repair of seating

	9
	siting of interpretive boards

	10
	creating a nature trail

	11
	organising and leading walks for public & schools

	12
	provision of litter bins (principally for dog litter)


3.3 Strategy

	Maintain good and close relationship between Friends and Council to attain management objectives.

Continue to control non-native and invasive species.

Operate a continuous cover policy* on a small scale to introduce new growth.

Continue schedule of coppicing in blocks to improve ground flora and provide rotation of habitat.

Encourage natural regeneration supplemented by judicious planting.

Ensure conditions of wetlands suitable for flora and fauna

Maintain liaison with the Council regarding path maintenance, grassland cutting, dangerous trees, pest control and litter bins.

Maintain minimum intervention areas.




* Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF) is a term used to describe forest management methods which maintain continous woodland conditions, rather than periodically removing whole crops of trees as clearfelling systems do.  In other words, the next tree generation will already be established when the old one is harvested.

The aim of CCF is to maintain woodland conditions.  Primarily this is done by manipulating the over-storey through removal of individual trees or small groups, thus controlling the light regime allowing natural regeneration to occur, without detrimental weed growth.  This gives rise to uneven aged mixed woodland, where all age classes of tree co-exist within one forest stand.  Implicit to this form of management is the favouring of native broadleaves and the reduction of exotic coniferous species.  There may also be financial benefits such as savings on planting and pruning costs.

4. MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS/OPERATIONS

4.1 Silvicultural systems

	4.1.1  Harvesting

	Harvesting is not an objective.  However product from felling and coppicing will be made use of where- ever possible.




	4.1.2  Phased felling and restructuring of plantations

	Not applicable




	4.1.3  Establishment, restocking and regeneration

	Continuous cover, coppicing and encouragement of natural regeneration supplemented by additional planting and layering.




4.2 New planting

	None proposed




4.3 Other operations

	None planned




4.4 Protection and maintenance

	4.4.1  Pest and disease management

	Grey squirrels are a major threat to the well being of the woods; serious bark stripping in evidence in all species of trees.  Unable to take action due to lack of central policy from the Council.

Non-native species are dealt with by removal or, in the case of two Rhododendron sites, controlled to a restricted area.

The site suffers a particular problem with bramble & raspberries which are rampant due to acidic soil conditions.  These prevent natural regeneration, suppress flora and swamp new plantings.  They are managed by planting understorey (particularly hazel) to shade them out, manual weeding and very occasional use of chemicals by trained operatives.

There is no evidence of rabbits or deer in the woods


	4.4.2  Fire plan

	Local Fire Brigade would attend.

Small controlled fires are used by both contractors and FOLW to burn brush especially if good ground flora is desired.  Locations are chosen to minimise damage and fires turned in/put out before those responsible leave site.  Firesites will have safety tape barriers erected around them.




	4.4.3  Waste disposal and pollution

	All waste items introduced to the site by a work party are removed at the conclusion of the work.

Contractors will carry spillage kits on their machines and chainsaw users must use biodegradable oil.




	4.4.4  Protection from unauthorised activities

	The site has open access to the public at all times, therefore preventative measures are not possible, with the exception of restricting width of entrances sufficient to stop car access.  The FOLW liaise closely with the Council to remove dumped large items.  Dog walkers and local residents will report concerns of unauthorised use to members of the FOLW and these are taken up with the Council and/or police.  All properties bordering the site have been made aware that waste of any kind, even green waste, must not be dumped. 


4.5 Game management

	Not applicable




4.6 Protecting and enhancing biodiversity

	4.6.1  Management of designated areas

	Work plans are regularly submitted to appropriate Council personnel for approval.  Also regular inspections are undertaken by them.




	4.6.2  Measures to enhance biodiversity

	See sections 7.1 and 7.2




	4.6.3  Special measures for ASNW and SNW

	See sections 7.1 & 7.2




	4.6.4  Special measures for PAWS

	Not applicable




4.7 Management of social and cultural values

	4.7.1  Archaeology and sites of cultural interest


	4.7.2  Public access

	The site has open public access at all times.  The council are responsible for maintaining the major pathways plus the bridleways.  The FOLW undertake additional work on these routes plus the regularly used smaller pathways.

The FOLW organise several guided walks throughout the year which are open to the general public plus specially arranged school walks.




5. CONSULTATION

	Organisation/individual
	Comment
	Response/action

	FOLW
	
	

	Croydon Council
	
	

	ACCS
	
	

	BTCV
	
	


6. MONITORING PLAN SUMMARY

	Objective number, issue or UKWAS Requirement
	Indicator
	Method of assessment
	Monitoring period
	Responsibility
	How will information be used

	1,5 & 6
	Mainten- ance & diversity increase
	Walking site
	Quarterly & ad hoc
	FoLW
	To inform work programme & initiate/amend projects and/or working practices

	4
	Wetland flora & fauna & lack of debris
	Visual
	Quarterly & ad hoc
	FoLW
	To inform work programme & initiate/amend projects and/or working practices

	2
	Mainten- ance & diversity increase
	Walking site :Fungi and Flora - with Dr Jane McLauchlin
	Fungi: annually

Flora: twice Yearly

Birds: monthly
	FoLW
	To inform work programme & initiate/amend projects and/or working practices

	3
	Retention of grass- land
	Walking site
	Quarterly & ad hoc
	LB of Croydon & FoLW
	Review cutting regime by contractors. Advise LB of Croydon as necessary

	7 - 9
	Ease & conveni- ence of access around site
	Public comment
	Quarterly * ad hoc
	LB of Croydon & FoLW
	To inform work programme & initiate/amend projects. Advise LB of Croydon as necessary

	10 & 11
	Increase use of site by public
	Public comment
	Ad hoc
	FoLW
	To achieve objective

	12
	Decrease in litter esp plastic bags con taining dog litter
	Walking site
	Ad hoc
	LB of Croydon
	To achieve objective

	All
	Health & Safety
	Walking Site
	Every 3 yrs
	LB Croydon
	To protect woodland users from risks & hazards

	All
	Manage- ment
	Walking Site
	Evert Year
	LB Croydon (Simon Levy & Meike Weiser)
	To discuss work pro- grammes & any other issues.


7. WORK PROGRAMMES
7.1 Outline long-term work programme (20013 to 2033)

	Compartment or area
	Activity
	Year

	
	
	6-10
	11-15
	16-20

	Woodland

Coppice Blocks

Glades

Rides

Woodland

Grassland

Paths

Ponds
	Coppice hazel under standards

Coppice on 5/7 year cycle

Maintain by weeding/strimming

Selective widening & maintenance

Continuous cover programme

Restrict encroachment of woodland

Monitor & keep clear as necessary

Monitor & keep clear as necessary
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7.2 Short-term work programme (2008 to 20012)

	Compartment or area
	Activity
	Year

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1 & 2
	Clear bramble & plant ash/oak/hazel
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	4 & 5
	Clear fallen trees, thin holly & replant
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	7
	Clear some bramble to uncover bluebells
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	7a
	Level, clear & strim to recreate glade
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	11a
	Proposed continuous cover area
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	11d & 11e
	Weed bramble for natural regeneration
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	14b
	Coppice to widen ride
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	31a, 32a, 33a
	Coppice hazel under standards
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	33c
	Further thin ash to favour oak & coppice more hazel
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	33d
	Coppice to prevent over shading
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	34
	Thin holly & yew.  Clear sycamore regrowth.  Selective hazel coppicing.
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	35b
	Plant more hazel and keep weeded 
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	35c
	Coppice hazel under standards.  Remove more understorey in centre
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	36a
	Thin natural regeneration
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	37
	Coppice hazel
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	38a
	Proposed continuous cover area
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	40a
	Proposed continuous cover area
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	42
	Thin yew
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	43
	Thin yew
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	N Edge of FO field & E edge  of Clears Croft
	Control encroachment of blackthorn
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	Non-intervention areas
	Monitor & review
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	Nature Trail
	Instigation & signage
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	Paths
	Keep drainage gulleys free of silt, monitor & keep clear as necessary
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	Ponds
	Monitor & keep clear as necessary
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	Whole site
	Control ivy on trees vulnerable to windblow
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	Whole site
	Control bramble, holly & non-native species
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	Whole site
	Seat construction & Maintenance
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	Whole site
	Litter clearance
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	Whole site
	Walks/activities for schools & public
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	Whole Site
	Flora and Fauna surveys 
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